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Abstract 
Functional literacy education is an important area of adult and non-formal 
education which helps adult learners to acquire relevant knowledge and 
skills that will enable them to contribute their own little quota to sustainable 
national development in Nigeria. The paper examined a number of areas of 
focus of functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national 
development in Nigeria. Some of the areas of focus of functional literacy 
education as a tool for sustainable national development in Nigeria that the 
paper examined include functional literacy education as a means of 
enhancing economic conditions of adult learners, functional literacy 
education and conscientisation of adult learners in promoting sustainable 
national development among others. The paper contained some of the 
following recommendations: (1) functional literacy education as a tool for 
sustainable national development should be vision-driven (2) functional 
literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development should be 
repositioned to empower adult learners with relevant knowledge and skills 
that will meet contemporary challenges in Nigerian developing economy 
among others.      
 

 
 Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development 
should be viewed as good education which helps learners to acquire relevant 
knowledge and skills required to earn a living in order to be able to contribute 
positively to promote sustainable national development in Nigeria. Okon and 
Anderson (1982) stated that a good education must be good enough to enable the 
learner to acquire skills needed for successful living in the society. The concept of 
successful living in this context simply means the ability of an adult learner to provide 
for his needs through acquisition of marketable knowledge and skills that will help to 
make the recipient to enjoy meaningful employment or engage in productive ventures 
to earn a living in the society. 
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 In the context of functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable 
national development, the application of knowledge and skills acquired by the adult 
learner must, however, have relevance to provide remedy to present situation without 
jeopardizing the ability of future generations to take care of their own needs in 
stimulating sustainable national development. Essentially, functional literacy 
education must help the adult recipients to have the ability to provide for people’s 
socio-economic needs through meaningful engagement in productive ventures in the 
society. 
 
 In the context of functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable 
national development, the application of knowledge and skills acquired by the adult 
learner must, however, have relevance to provide remedy to present situation without 
jeopardizing the ability of future generations to take care of their own needs in 
stimulating sustainable national development. Essentially, functional literacy 
education must help the adult recipients to have the ability to provide for people’s 
socio-economic needs through meaningful engagement in productive ventures in the 
society. Nzeneri (2010) referred to functional literacy education as work-oriented or 
socio-economic-oriented literacy programme. The implication of this is that 
functional literacy education focuses on addressing emerging socio-economic 
challenges occasioned by high rate of unemployment, poverty, crimes, kidnapping, 
armed robbery, prostitution and other social vices which plague Nigeria as a 
developing country. The relevance of functional literacy education involves content, 
methods of delivery and application of knowledge and skills. Interestingly, relevance 
of functional literacy education involves a practical application of knowledge and 
skills acquired in such a way as to enhance people’s improved living conditions in the 
society.  
 
 Essentially, the ability of learners to earn a living and contribute positively to 
sustainable national development will always make adult learners to remain relevant 
in their local environment. The adult learner must have clear vision of what he/she 
wants to be in life; and how he/she can contribute to the growth of a developing 
economy like that of Nigeria in order to stimulate sustainable national development in 
the country. Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national 
development should be vision driven. This will, undoubtedly, help to make functional 
literacy education a result-oriented enterprise in the society. Understandably, 
functional literacy education is just like a garden which must be nurtured very well 
with good ideas and knowledge in order to help the recipients to have the capabilities 
to address socio-economic challenges that threaten human race in Nigerian 
developing economy.  
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The Areas of Focus of Functional Literacy Education as a Tool for Sustainable 
National Development in Nigeria 
 The areas of focus of functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable 
national development in Nigeria are the followings: 
1. Functional literacy education as a means of enhancing economic conditions of 

adult learners. 
2. Functional literacy education and conscientisation of adult learners in 

promoting sustainable national development.  
3. Functional literacy education and enhancing entrepreneurial skills of adult 

learners.  
4. Functional literacy education and sensitization function for sustainable national 

development. 
5. Functional literacy education and self-supporting adult learners. 
 
Functional Literacy Education as Means of Enhancing Economic Conditions of 
Adult Learner 
 An important area of focus of functional literacy education as a tool for 
sustainable national development in Nigeria is its ability to enhance economic 
conditions of adult learners in the country. Fundamentally, functional literacy 
education helps very tremendously to provide relevant knowledge and skills to people 
in order to enhance their income generating opportunities in various participating 
local communities in Nigeria. The objectives of functional literacy education in 
promoting economic conditions of adult learners include among other things to create 
job opportunities for people, widen people’s choice of goods and services, empower 
people with relevant knowledge and skills as well as to promote human capacity 
building that will be relevant enough in managing the growing economy of Nigeria as 
a developing country. UNDP (2000) identified job creation, empowerment, provision 
of choices, protection of environment and eradication of poverty as critical areas of 
focus in enhancing people’s economic conditions in a developing country like 
Nigeria. Indeed, Nigeria greatly requires functional literacy education that will 
enhance people’s potentials and capabilities to contribute meaningfully to sustainable 
national development.  
 
 There is an urgent need to revitalize Nigeria’s growing economy at various 
levels in the country. Ultimately, the dividends of this noble initiative of repositioning 
functional literacy education in enhancing economic conditions of adult learners is to 
contribute significantly to promotion  of sustainable national development in Nigeria. 
Essentially, functional literacy education is very important in stimulating active 
economic participation of people in the Nigerian growing economy. Aderinoye 
(2006) noted that low literacy rate hinders people’s active political and economic 
participation in the society. This can be achieved through investment in human 
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capacity building that will enhance people’s potential and abilities to establish 
income-generating projects that will increase their income and economic status with a 
view to contributing to sustainable national development in Nigeria. It, therefore, 
becomes imperative to employ the common adage which says, give a man fish, you 
feed him for a day, teach a man how to fish, you feed him for life. Indeed, knowledge 
is power. The denial of people’s access to functional literacy education certainly 
hinders their active participation in various areas of human endeavours in their in 
localities. Lack of functional literacy education is, undoubtedly, a serious constraint 
that militates against people’s active economic participation in their various local 
settings in Nigeria.  
 
Functional Literacy Education and Conscientization of Adult Learners in 
Promoting Sustainable National Development 
 Essentially, functional literacy education is a social process which helps the 
target group and in this very circumstance, the adult learners to make great efforts 
through conscientization strategy to achieve meaningful knowledge for survival and 
security in Nigerian social environment which is currently characterized with high 
rate of unemployment, crimes, poverty, kidnapping, prostitution, armed robbery and 
other social vices. Functional literacy education is, indeed, social development of 
adult learners which helps them to understand the social reality and their ability to 
contribute positively to improve living conditions in the society.  
 
 Pratt and Boyden (1985) noted that social development is a concept which is 
used to refer to projects that try to develop self-reliance in people, encourage their 
active participation and also seek to stimulate in them an awareness of their social 
reality and their ability to influence and direct their own lives in the society. 
Essentially, this kind of social development work focuses on educational process 
which help the recipients to receive relevant knowledge and skills that will enable 
them to engage in productive ventures in the society. Aruma (2011) rightly observed 
that the idea is basically to help the recipients to be able to acquire relevant 
knowledge and skills which will help them to work very efficiently and effectively in 
various areas of the Nigerian economy where they are engaged in productive services. 
Interestingly, this type of social development of functional literacy education and 
conscientisation strategy help to encourage a greater self-determination and 
awareness creation of people’s possibilities to contribute to sustainable national 
development in Nigeria. It is obvious that conscientisation will stimulate adult 
learners’ awareness creation to focus on socio-economic realities with strong will and 
determination to contribute positively to sustainable national development. This 
reminds everybody of the urgent need for human beings to approach socio-economic 
challenges with fresh courage and strong determination to make a difference in 
improving their socio-economic status through meaningful investment to create 
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wealth, generate appreciable income and employment opportunities at local 
community settings in the country. 
 
 Interestingly, literacy education is a critical concept of human race to learn 
the useful information which people need for their survival and security in the 
contemporary society. Anyanwu, Omolowa, Adeyeri, Okanlawon and Siddiqui (1985) 
observed that people cannot learn the useful information needed for survival and 
happy living without literacy education in the contemporary global environment. A 
combination of specific skills is required for people to survive in the Nigerian 
environment. Therefore, it becomes obvious that an adult learner has to combine 
literacy education with a specific skill which of course, must be useful to such an 
individual learner in order to acquire the relevant knowledge and skill that will enable 
him/her to survive in the competitive Nigerian environment which is characterized 
with high rate of unemployment, poverty, armed robbery, kidnapping, crimes and 
prostitution among other social vices in the country. Anyanwu, Omolewa, Adeyeri, 
Okanlawon and Siddiqui (1985) remarked that when a literacy education programme 
is mixed with the teaching of a certain skill that is useful to the individual concerned 
or the society, such literacy education programme becomes functional literacy 
education. Indeed, a combination of literacy education with a specific skill is required 
for people to survive and earn a meaningful living in Nigerian environment.  
 
Functional Literacy Education and Enhancing Entrepreneurial Skills of Adult 
Learners 
 Another important area of focus of functional literacy education as a tool for 
promoting sustainable national development in Nigeria is its efficacy in enhancing 
entrepreneurial skills and knowledge of adult learners to engage in meaningful small 
scale businesses in various localities in the country. The efficacy of functional literacy 
education focuses on widening opportunities of adult learners to be job creators 
instead of being job seekers in the contemporary Nigerian job saturated environment 
which is occasioned by poor management and mismanagement of scarce resources of 
the country. The new emerging functional literacy education approach to encourage 
the development of entrepreneurial skills and knowledge in adult learners requires 
structural policy framework that will elicit collective efforts of all relevant 
stakeholders in order to create enabling environment for adult learners to put their 
entrepreneurial skills and knowledge into use. Aruma (2011) rightly noted that adult 
and non-formal education in Nigeria can stimulate structural changes through 
appropriate policy framework which will help the sector to benefit tremendously from 
adequate government, corporate and institutional support to be able to train adult 
learners that will be job creators and not job seekers in the society. The emphasis in 
this context will be on provision of enabling environment through governmental and 
corporate organizations’ interventions to enable adult learners to create jobs for the 
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purpose of engaging job seekers to enhance production of goods and services in the 
society.  
 
Functional Literacy Education and Sensitizing Function for Sustainable 
National Development 
 Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development 
stimulates people’s consciousness to really understand their problems in their own 
local environment with a view to influencing people’s attitude for enhancing living 
conditions in the participating community. Longman (2009) rightly stated that the 
concept of sensitization simply means to give somebody some knowledge of a 
particular problem or situation in order that he can notice it and understand it easily. 
The concept of sensitization simply means awareness creation in a social setting to 
enable people to have real knowledge and understanding of problems that confront 
them in their local environment. This helps the adult learners to brace up to current 
realities. Whitaker (1985) in his views noted that sensitizing function influences 
people’s attitudes and behavior in socio-political issues. This can be achieved through 
public communication and education programmes which will help very tremendously 
to enlighten the public on issues of common concern. Consequently, the sensitizing 
functions of functional literacy education, undoubtedly, influence people’s attitudes 
and behavior in socio-economic issues in the society. Aderinoye (2004) asserted that 
learning has to build on already existing attitudes and knowledge in the society. This 
tends to indicate clearly that no knowledge is new in the contemporary global 
environment. Essentially, people should acquire relevant knowledge and skills that 
will help to influence their attitudes and behaviours in order to meet socio-economic 
challenges of life in the contemporary society. Interestingly, this sensitizing function 
of functional literacy education for sustainable national development strengthens 
people’s ability to analyze their prevailing situations very critically with a view to 
identifying their own problems and proffering possible solutions to them. It is 
appropriate to involve functional literacy education so as to be able to change adult 
learner’s attitude towards exploring ways of creating wealth as well as generating 
income and employment opportunities which will fundamentally promote people’s 
efforts for sustainable national development at various levels of the Nigerian growing 
economy.  
 
Functional Literacy Education and Self-Supporting, Self-Reliant and 
Independent Adult Learners 
 Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development 
always reminds people of the urgent need to help others to be self-supporting, self-
reliant and independent in order to earn a living in the society. The intellectual 
disposition of adult learners with well articulated and equipped useful knowledge and 
skills is, indeed, indispensable in facing the numerous prevailing socio-economic 
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challenges of life in the contemporary society. Whitaker (1985) stated while quoting 
Schumecher that the best aid to give is intellectual aid, a gift of useful knowledge. 
The gift of material goods makes people dependent, but the gift of knowledge makes 
them free provided it is the right kind of knowledge which of course, must have far 
more lasting effects. Teach a man not only to fish, but to make his own fishing 
equipment and you have helped him to become not just self-supporting but also self-
reliant and independent. The focus in this circumstance is on transforming adult 
learner’s personal life in order to enable him to contribute positively to sustainable 
national development in Nigeria as a developing country. Indeed, transforming adult 
learner’s person life can be achieved through socio- economic transformation process 
that will enable him to use his intellectual disposition to engage in wealth creation, 
income and employment generation projects in the society. 
 
Conclusion 
 Functional literacy education is a good tool for enhancing sustainable national 
development in Nigeria. Indeed, functional literacy education as an important area of 
adult and non-formal education helps adult learners to acquire relevant knowledge 
and skills which will enable them to contribute their own little quota to sustainable 
national development. It is pertinent to note that adults are usually confronted with 
numerous challenges which demand the acquisition of relevant knowledge and skills 
that will ultimately focus on addressing them with a view of promoting sustainable 
national development. 
 
 Essentially, the acquisition of knowledge and skills should be adequate and 
appropriate enough to address the prevailing socio-economic issues in the country. 
Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development should 
reposition adult t learners as good players in the Nigerian developing economy to 
make them result-oriented in the country’s development drive. This will help 
immensely to enhance the economic potentials of adult learners in promoting 
sustainable national development in the country. The focus of sustainable national 
development is on how to remedy the past with a view to reposition the present and 
secure the future for improved living conditions of people of present generation 
without jeopardizing the ability of future generations to take care of themselves. 
 
Recommendations 
 The following recommendations are made based on the discussion on 
functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development in 
Nigeria: 
1. Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development 

should help to empower the adult learners in promoting sustainable national 
development in Nigeria. The focus of functional literacy education in this 
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circumstance should be on how to empower adult learners economically. This 
will help the recipients of functional literacy education to contribute 
significantly to sustainable national dev4elopment in the country. 

 
2. Functional literacy education should be repositioned to empower adult learners 

with relevant knowledge and skills that will meet contemporary challenges in 
Nigerian developing economy. It must be noted that human race is now in a 
knowledge driven economy. This should form part of the focus of functional 
literacy education as a means of promoting sustainable development in Nigeria.   

   
3. Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development 

should focus on helping adult learners on how to engage in productive ventures 
at various levels of the Nigerian developing economy, especially at the local 
community level. This will help the adult learners as important players in the 
Nigerian developing economy to widen their choices in promoting sustainable 
national development through engagement in productive ventures in the 
country.  

 
4. Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development 

should be vision-driven. Functional literacy education should be focused in 
order to stimulate vision-driven initiatives and consciousness in the recipients. 
This will, indeed, help functional literacy education to be viewed always as a 
means of enhancing economic conditions of adult learners that will impact 
positively in promoting sustainable national development in Nigeria.  

 
5. Functional literacy education as a tool for sustainable national development 

should set adult learners as good players in growing Nigerian economy. 
Functional literacy education should help very greatly to provide relevant 
knowledge and skills to adult learners in order to enhance their economic 
potentials in promoting sustainable national development in Nigeria. This, 
indeed, calls for adequate funding of functional literacy education in the 
country. 
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